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AIR POLLUTION - THE SILENT KILLER

Air pollution is a major environmental risk to
health. By reducing air pollution levels, countries
can reduce:

Every year, around

7 MILLION
DEATHS

are due to exposure
from both outdoor
and household air
pollution.
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REGIONAL ESTIMATES ACCORDING
TO WHO REGIONAL GROUPINGS: Over 2 million

e in South-East Asia Region
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%L = Over 2 million
' ( in Western Pacific Region

Nearly 1 million

in Africa Region

About 500 000

deaths in Eastern Mediterranean Region

About 500 000

deaths in European Region

More than 300 000
in the Region of the Americas
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"“INVISIBLE KILLER

Air pollution may not always be visible, but it can be deadly.
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7 m | l I IO n people die prematurely every year
from air pollution - both household and outdoor.

Among these deaths:

m 21 % et pneumoma
m 2 o % from StrOke
‘ 34%
from ischaemic
SRS S heart disease
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Y Women
and children |
. are the most L e : -
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‘ y from ischaemic
: " heart disease

20%

from chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD)

8%

4
- from lung cancer

27%

are due to pneumonia

380



(First WHO Global Conference on Air Pollution and Heglth

6 3 99%



