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Ethics review: ‘Living wills’ and intensive care —
an overview of the American experience

e Advance decisions- ‘living wills’, have been proposed as a way of
facilitating the maintenance of an individual’s autonomy when they
become incapacitated

e 2005, Mental Capacity Act
»AD: no format

» LPA: lasting power of attorney , make decision for patients if they are
incapacitated , registered

»AD override LAP
» Criminal offence if ignore LPA,AD

Tillyard. Critical Care 2007, 11:219
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CHEST Medical Ethics

Defining Features of Advance Directives In
Law and Clinical Practice

1. First advance-directive law: California , “Natural Death Act,” in 1976
2. 1990, Patient Self-Determination Law
3. AD

v’ Living wills

v' Designation of health-care proxy to make decisions

v' Rate: 5-11% in 2007, 20% in 2012, 32% in patients with

hematologic malignancy in 2007
Tillyard. Critical Care 2007, 11:219

Olick. CHEST 2012, 141(1):232-238

Sauler et al. Chest 2012
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Case 7. 40 y/o male,

« Underline ALS, daily activity independent
« Dyspnea on exertion progressed In recent 3 months
« Suicidal attempt with CO intoxication and hanging in garage

—0HCA s/p CPR, ROSC >30 minutes , no consciousness
Improvement in 2 weeks with poor brainstem reflex ( no cough,
pupils dilatation , poor respiratory drive while hypoxemic challenge )

—End of life ?
—=W.ithhold? Withdrawal ?
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Large concerns...

* Critical care specialist concern

— L arge socio-specialist knowledge gap

—0Outcome prediction : Poor !!

=QO0L ?

—Patient had right to refuse , Doctors had the right to refuse ?
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CONSCIOUS
PATIENT

EVALUATION PSYCHIATRIC

OF PATIENT’S CONSULTATION

COMPETENCE IF NEEDED
I_I

IF
[ COMPTENET }
1

/ TREAT PATIENT \

ACCORDING TO HIS/
HER CURRENTLY

EXPRESSED WILL

(INCLUDING REFUSE
OR WITHDRAW

/ OPTION OF \

ADVANCE CARE
PLANNING AND
POSSIBLE
APPOINTMENT

\LIFE—SUSTAINMENT)/

Fig. 1. Recommendations and practical suggestions for the delivery of medical treatments and management on the end life situations.
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/ WRITTEN \

PERMISSION OF
LEGAL
REPRESENTATIVE,
TAKING INTO
ACCOUNT THE

@ .{E i .#5 ﬁy % &‘ PATIENT
FAR EASTERN MEMORIAL HOSPITAL GENERALLY
NOT
COMPETENT
|
ADs ) NO
(WRITEN FORM, ADs
VIDEO, RECORDING OR
OTHER DEVICES I '
Rl veneeney. ) [ EMERGENCY )
[TRUSTEE] [ NO SITUATION SITUATION:
TRUSTEE ) MEDICAL
l i CHECK FOR THE
EXISTENCE OF LEGAL DECISION
IF UNOPPOSED ADs SURROGATE/GUARDIAN TAKING INTO
(INCLUDING AHN) ARE \_ "~/ | ACCOUNT THE
BINDING PATIENT’S
i - ~ owie )
ﬂ F NECESSARY (ADS\ ASK COURT TO
INCONGRUOURS/ APPOINT A
CONTRAST GUADIAN AND
BETWEEN DOCTOR EXPLORE THE
AND TRUSTEE) PATIENT’S WILL
CONSULTATION OF \_ )
JUDGE

\CHILD’S OPINION/

Fig. 1. Recommendations and practical suggestions for the delivery of medical treatments and management on the end life situations.
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